


UNDERSTANDING AS A CHANCE FOR NORMAL LIFE

Bajramsa was born In 1982 In OCbilic,
Kosovo, In a common-law marriage, in
her father's family house. Her parents did
not register Bajramsa’s birth before the
competent body. Shortly after her birth,
her parents parted and Bajramsa stayed
with her grandmother Radmila (father’s
mather) and grandmother's common-
law husband.

Bajrarmnsa’s father passed away, but she
has no knowledge of his date of death,
nor does she possess his death certifi-
cate, Her mother Mirveta got married in
1987 in Obilic and she lives with her

husband in Germany today.

Until 1999, Bajramsa lived with her
grandmother and grandmother’s
comman-law husband. She attended
primary school in Obilic, even though she
was not reglstered in birth reglstry books.
She had been enrolled in school under
the last name of her grandmother's
common-law husband, with whom

Bajramsa Is not related by blood, and
after displacement from Kosovo to Serbia
she was issued an IDP card under that last
narme.

Bajramsa addressed Praxis for assistance
in September 2008, during a visit to a
settlement in  Obrenovac In  which
Bajrarmnsa lives with her family. At that
moment, Bajramsa already had five
children,

The eldest daughter Lidija was born in
1996 In Urosevac, Kosovo. She was regis-
tered in birth registry book under her
father's last name, and with respect to
data about mather, Bajramsa’s narme and
place of birth were reqgistered accurately,
while the data referring to mother's last
narne and date of birth were Incorrect,
The data about mother were taken from
Bajramsa's school report book.

Bajrarnsa gave birth to her son Igor in
15999 in Belgrade, and he was registered

in birth registry book in the Municipallty
of Zvezdara, also under his father’s last
name. Bajramsa was registered as the
mother, and the data were taken from
her IDP card.

Bajramsa was not able to register her
other three children in birth registry
book, since she did not possess valid
documents, and the competent admini-
strative bodies would not take into
account the IDP card as proof of one's
identity any morz.

In September 2009, Praxis started collect-
ing evidence needed for conducting the
procedure of subsequent registration In
birth registry book of Bajramsa.

The greatest problem In submitting the
request was determination of last name.
MNamely, according to the provisions of
the Family Law, the parents can give the
child the last name only of one or both
parents, but, in the only decument

Bajramsa possessed (IDP card) the regis-
tered last name was that of a person with
whom Bajramsa |s not related by blood
(her grandmother’s common-law hus-
band).

The request for subsequent registration
was submitted in November 2008 to the
administrative body in Mis (competent
for administering dislocated registry
books from Kosovo of the Municipality of
Chilic). The last name was determined
according to the last name of Bajramsa’a
mother at time of Bajramsa's birth, and
the date from the IDP card was stated as
the date of birth, The following evidence
were enclosed in the request: a copy of
Bajramsa’s IDP card; copies of certificates
on not being registered in birth registry
book according to the last name of
grandmother’s common-law husband
and according to the last name of
Bajramsa’s father; verified statement of
Bajramsa; verified statement of her
mother; copies of her mother's birth




certificate, citizenship certificate, ID card
and passport; a copy of father's birth
certificate; a copy of grandmother'’s
common-law husband's death certificate;
a copy of birth certificate of Bajramsa’s
son lgor; copies of birth and citizenship
certificates of Bajramsa’s daughter Lidija;
verified statements of withesses of
Bajramsa’s birth and copies of their 1D
cards.

In March 2009, the competent admini-
strative body in Nis brought a decision
allowing subsequent registration of
Bajramsa in birth registry book

What is specific about this case, and what
can be interpreted as good practice of
the administrative body, is the fact that
the correct data were accepted and regis-
tered in birth registry book on the
grounds of statements of witnesses and
the person who submitted the request
Acting in this manner, not requesting
additional personal statements, the City

administration body showed under-
standing for a specific situation, hard
living conditions, traditional way of life
and cultural differences due to which it
happened that a person had been living
without evidence on birth and citizen-
ship for 25 years.

Finally, upon receiving birth and citizen-
ship certificates, Bajramsa immediately
obtained ID card. She registered all her
children in birth registry book, and she
plans to get married and enrol in evening
school soon. Having registered in birth
registry book, she made the first step,
which opened up the possibility to
provide more decent living conditions for
herself and her family.
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Case: DAILLIAN AND SEMAD /3 6

TOLIVE AND DIE AS A LEGALLY INVISIBLE PERSON

At the end of November 2008, and only
after the intervention of the Ministry for
Kosovo and Metohija, did Praxis manage
to schedule a hearing upon a motion for
determination of death with a judge of
the Municipal Court Pristina (dislocated
from Kosovo to Nis) for January 2009,

Praxis informed Senad’s father, the
proponent in the procedure, about the
date of the scheduled hearing. However,
on that occasion Senad informed Praxis
that he had travelled to Nis on his own in
October (135 km away from Kosovo
Polje) and had given depositions with the
witnesses stated in the motion before the
judge who was replacing the judge
appeointed in the procedure due to
absence, as well as that he did not have
the paossibility to travel to the scheduled
hearing due to financial hardship.

Having in mind the given circumstances,
at the end of December 2008, Praxis
informed the Court that the proponent

would not be able to come to the hearing
and requested the Court to bring a
decision on the grounds of the already
given depositions.

Afterwards, Praxis attempted to establish
contact with the judge on several
occasions without success, and in April
20089 sent an urgency letter to the court
to act upon the motion.

It has been two years and four months
since the submission of the motion for
determination of death to the court, but
we are still waiting for the court decision,
in other words, we are still at the begin-
ning.

Case: AFRIM / 3 z

WHEN LIFE DEPENDS ON A PIECE OF PAPER

Acting upon a complaint, in mid-Novem-
ber 2008, the Ministry for Public Admini-
stration and Local Self-Government revo-
ked the decision of the administrative
body in Jagodina and remitted the case
for reconsideration.

In mid-January 2009, the administrative
body in Jagodina brought a decision
allowing the registration of the fact of
birth and, at the same time, ordered the
registrar to perform registration of the
fact of citizenship in birth registry book.
After that, a request for issuance of birth
and citizenship certificates was submit-
ted to the administrative body.

Avear and eight months after addressing
the administrative body for the first time,
at the age of 31, Afrim finally had a proof
of his identity in his hands.




Case: DUELJANA, MADULLA AND ALLLA /3 8

NO EVIDENCE, THEREFORE, NO EXISTENCE

Searching for any formal records about
this family, in September 2008, Praxis
cbtained information from the Commis-
sariat for Refugees of the Republic of
Serbia that these persons were in the
Commissariat’s records, registered under
the last name of their mother, not father,
and with different dates of birth, Using
these data, in December 2008, requests
for issuance of documents were submit
ted to the administrative body in
Kraljevo. In January 2009, the administra-
tive body confirmed that Djeljana,
MNadjija and Alija were not registered in
birth registry books under those dates
either,

After their first appearance in Praxis
office, we maintained the contact with
Djeljana, Nadjija and Alija through a
person who first brought them to Praxis’
office. In February 2009, that person
informed Praxis that the only cousins
Djeljana, Madjija and Alija had were living
somewhere in Belgium, and the he

presumed that they had moved to
Belgium by crossing the border illegally,
since he lost any track of them in
Subotica.

It remains uncertain when we shall have
the next opportunity to meet Djeljana,
Madjija and Alija..

Case: PREDRAG

T0 BE BORN WHEN THE FORCES MARCH IN

Shortly after issuing the birth certificate,
the administrative body in Krusevac

issued a citizenship certificate to Predrag.

Having collected all necessary docu-
ments, Predrag’s parents addressed the
Humanitarian Organization Divac for the
programme of granting and purchase of
rural househaolds. In mid-December 2008,
the family left the collective centre in
Kladovo and moved into the rural house-
hold in Sopot.




GIVING BIRTH UNDER SOMEONE ELSE'S NAME

The preparatory phase of collecting
evidence for the purpose of submitting a
request for subsequent registration in
birth registry book for Bukurije lasted for
along time, primarily due to bad relation-
ship between Bukurije and her parents,
who did not deliver verified statements
about her birth until March 2009, In the
meantime, Praxis obtained her parents’
birth and citizenship certificates, and the
procedure before the administrative
body in Kragujevac was initiated at the
end of March 2009.

At the end of April 2009, the administra-
tive body delivered summons referred to
Bukurije's father to appear before this
body in mid-May 2009. However, Buku-
rije informed us that her father, who lived
in Montenegro, would not respond to the
request of the administrative body. The
administrative body was informed about
it, and requested to bring a decision on
the grounds of available evidence. Until
final resolution of Bukurje’s case, two

children remain registered in birth regis-
try books on the grounds of the data of
women from whom Bukurije "borrowed”
health booklet after childbirth, while the
third child remains unregistered.






